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Swallowtail 


Papilionidae 


Swallowtail 
Where The Norfolk Broads, although migrants can occasionally be seen 
on grassland near the south coast of England 

Habitat Breed only in wet fens or marshes where milk parsley grows in 
abundance. They prefer areas of mixed fen with lots of sedge or reeds 
that also contain tall foodplants 

In flight May-July 


Skippers 


Hesperiidae 


Essex Skipper 


Chequered Skipper Where Widespread in England 
Where Central, western Scotland and Wales 


Habitat Dry, tall grassland in sunny 
spots, especially woodland clearings, 
roadside verges and marshes. Very 
similar to the Small Skipper; the main 
difference is that the Essex has 
black-tipped antennae 

In flight July-August 


Habitat Breeds in damp, open but low- 
lying (under 200-metre) grassland that 
is dominated by tall purple moor grass. 
Particularly like edges of broad-leaved 
woodland, especially spots scattered 
with birch scrub or bog myrtle 

In flight May-June . 


Small Lulworth 
Skipper =~ : Skipper 
Where Widespread Where South Dorset, near Lulworth 


Habitat Unfertilised chalky or coastal 
grassland near tall tor grass. Most 
colonies found on south-facing slopes 
away from onshore wind 

in flight July-September 


in England and Wales 

Habitat Typical environment is 
tall, unimproved grassland or 
sunny clearings 

In flight June-August 


Grizzled 


Silver- 
spotted 
Skipper 
Where Chalk 
downs in southern England 

Habitat Breed in open chalk grassland 
with short turf, usually on south-facing 
slopes. Can be seen darting near ground 
level, stopping regularly to feed on 
flowers such as dwarf thistle or bathe in 
sunshine. Females can be spotted laying 
eggs on sheep's fescue 

In flight July-September 


Large 
Skipper 
Where Widespread 

across England and Wales 

Habitat Love sunny, sheltered, grassy 
areas where their foodplants (cocksfoot 
and purple moor grass) grow long and 
uncut. Adults can often be seen 
perching in the sun or drinking nectar 
from bramble flowers 

In flight June-August 


Dingy Skipper 
Where Throughout Britain and Ireland, 
but increasingly rare 

Habitat Colonies found in a variety 

of open, sunny areas including 
woodland clearings, dunes, heathland 
and wasteland. Found where common 
bird's-foot trefoil grows with plenty 
of tall vegetation near bare ground; 
adults can often be seen basking in 
sun on the ground 

In flight May-August 


Skipper . 
Where Southern 
England and Wales, but rare 


' Habitat Three main habitats: woodland 


clearings, unimproved chalky grassland 
and abandoned industrial sites. Require 
lots of spring nectar plants and at least 
one of their foodplants (from the 
Rosaceae family) growing in short 
vegetation near an area of bare ground 
In flight April-June 


Hairstreaks, Coppers, Blues 


Lycaenidae 


Silver-studded Blue appt Sa 
Where Southern England and Wales, cities rare 

Habitat Low heathland where the males convene 

on sheltered bushes in late afternoon. May also 


nice z oe live on grassland (in Wales and 
7 Hairstre the Isle of Portland) 
Purple Hairstreak Where East Midlands In flight July-August 


Where Across England and Wales Habitat Sunny blackthorn 
Habitat Oak trees, but they live in thickets. Hard to spot, but 
the tree tops. Try to spy them often fly between 12-2pm 


Ce OL ag 


flying on warm summer evenings In flight June-July 


In flight July-August 
\ / ty fo 


Brown Argus 


Brown Hairstreak 

Where Southern England, Wales 
Habitat Large wooded areas full 
of blackthorn. Spy them high in 
ash trees or feeding on bramble 
In flight August-September 


can also be found on 
coastal sites or dunes 


Northern 


. Brown Argus 
Green Hairstreak Where North of England 
Where Widespread and Scotland 


Habitat Sheltered, scrubby 
grassland with little or no 
grazing. Must be near 
common rockrose plants 
In flight June-July 


in Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Grassland full of 
scrub. Spot them near 
common rockrose, gorse, 
or bilberry in Scotland 

In flight April-June 


White-letter Hairstreak 
Where England and Wales 
Habitat Elm trees in sheltered 
spots. Usually stay in the 
tree tops, but they can be 
spotted on ground level near 
elm trees or scrub 

In flight July-August 


Large Blue 

Where Southern England. 
Habitat Breeds in warm, dry 
grassland, either coastal or 
limestone, but is very rare 
In flight June-July 


Where England and Wales 
Habitat Mainly sheltered 
calcareous grassland, but 


In flight April-September 


Small Blue 

Where Across 
Britain, but rare 
Habitat Sheltered 
grassland with a 

mix of short and 

tall vegetation, 

near foodplant 
kidney vetch 

in flight May-August 


Chalkhill Blue 

Where Southern England 
Habitat Tend to breed 
on sunny slopes on 
calcareous grassland. 
Males congregate on 
animal dung 

In flight July-September 


Adonis Blue 

Where Southern England 
Habitat Dry, chalky 
downland, where they fly 
over short turf. Prefer warm, 
south-facing slopes with 
sheltered spots for breeding 
In flight May-September_ 


Holly Blue 

Where Throughout England 
and in Irish coastal regions 
Habitat Colonise areas near 
holly and ivy; often found 

in churchyards and parks 

In flight March-August 


Common Blue 

Where Britain and ireland 
Habitat Sunny, sheltered, 
grassy habitats near common 
bird's-foot trefoil 

In flight May-October 
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Small Copper . 

Where Across Britain 
Habitat Warm, dry habitats 
with plenty of common 
sorrel (foodplant) 

In flight April-October 


Duke of Burgundy 
Where England, but rare 
Habitat Scrubby grassland 
or woodland sites near 
cowslip and primrose 

In flight May-June 


f} 


White 


Pieridae 


Wood White 


Where Common in the Burren region of western Ireland; 


rare and localised in southern England 


‘Habitat In England, Wood Whites can be found in sheltered 
woodland clearings or scrub edges. In Ireland, more open 
habitats, from verges to grassland, are used. Spy males flying 
in good weather; females can be seen feeding on legumes 


In flight May-August 


Real's Wood White 

Where Widespread across Ireland 
Habitat Breed in more open habitats 
than the Wood White, including rough 
grassland, scrub and hedgerows. 
Remarkably similar to the Wood White; 
in fact, the only way you can 
differentiate the two is by 

dissecting them 

In flight May-August 
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Clouded Yellow 

Where Across England and Scotland; 
less frequent in Ireland 

Habitat Can be seen in any habitat, but 
tend to convene in flowery areas where 
clovers, lucerne or common bird's-foot 
trefoil grow. In southern England, they 
prefer chalky downland 

In flight May-October 


Large White 
Where Common throughout Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Hardy species that thrive in any habitat, even 
mountain tops, but most frequently spotted near their 
breeding areas, in gardens or fields where brassicas grow 
In flight May-October 


Brimstone 

Where England, Wales and Ireland 
Habitat Scrubby grassland, damp 
woodland and sunny, open ground 
where buckthorn or alder buckthorn 
thrive. Hard to spot because they rest 
with their leaf-shaped wings closed 
In flight March-September 


Small White 

Where Common across Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Mainly seen in fields or gardens 
where brassicas grow or sheltered spots 
with wild crucifers. Large numbers 
often convene in oil-seed rape fields 

In flight April-October 
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Green-veined White 
Where Common across Britain 
Habitat Congregate in damp 
vegetation near wild crucifers 
such as garlic mustard, hedge 
mustard, wild cabbage and wild 
radish. Especially like hedges, 
damp meadows, ditches, 
riverbanks and areas near water 
In flight April-September 


Orange-tip 

Where Common and widespread 
across Britain 

Habitat Damp, grassy habitats 


‘with plenty of cuckooflower 


(particularly in northern and 
western populations) or garlic 
mustard. Often seen flying by 
hedges or woodside edges. 
Females are white with black wing 
tips and green underwings which 
makes them harder to identify 

In flight April-July 


Illustrations: Sandra Pond and Robin Carter of The Art Agency 


Nymphalids, 


Fritillaries, Browns 


Nymphalidae 


Purple Emperor 
Where Large woods in central and southern England 

Habitat Broad-leaved woodland near goat willow. They live in tree 
tops, where they feed on tree sap and aphid honeydew. Elusive, but 
can occasionally be seen searching out salts in dung or on roads 

in flight July-August 


Painted Lady 
Where Common 
across Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Because they are wide-ranging migrants from 

Africa (although they are found in Britain every year), they 
can be seen in any habitat, but are often found in open areas 
full of thistles 

In flight March-October 


Small Tortoiseshell 
Where Across Britain and Ireland, but in decline 
Habitat One of the first butterflies seen in spring, 
they're very adaptable to almost any environment. 
Find females laying eggs in sheltered nettle patches in 
April. In autumn, they can often be spotted in gardens 
in flight March-October 
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White Admiral 
Where Widespread in 
southern England, seen 
occasionally in the north of England and Wales 
Habitat Shady woodland, but adults often nectar on 
bramble flowers in clearings with dappled sunlight 
In flight June-August 


Red Admiral 
Where A migrant, but has been given UK residency this year 
and is widespread across Britain 


Habitat Extremely mobile, you can find them almost anywhere, 


from woodland to coastal areas and gardens. Find females laying 
eggs on common nettles in April and May, or spot them in early 
autumn feeding on garden buddleias, flowering ivy or rotting fruit 
In flight All year round 


Peacock 

Where Widespread across Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Strong fliers, they roam through the 
countryside; often seen in sheltered but sunny woodland 
clearings before venturing to gardens in late summer. 
Females seen in late spring oviposting in nettle patches 
In flight March-September 
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Marsh Fritillary 

Where Found all over Britain, but a rare 4 

find as their population is very volatile — 

Habitat Restricted to damp grassland, 1-bo itillary 
Comma especially land full of tussock-forming be tir siden Scotland 
Where Common in England and Wales; grasses, or heath and calcareous grassland, scattered in England and Wales 
beginning to colonise Scotland usually on west- or south-facing slopes Habitat Seen in woodland clearings or 
Habitat Open woodland and gardens; In flight May-July areas of bracken; fly close to the ground, 


sometimes spotted on coastal sites. Lay 
eggs near blackthorn blossom or bramble, 
which adults feed on. Often seen basking 
on the ground or resting on bushes 

In flight March-October 


feeding frequently on flowers like bugle. 
Don't mistake with the more common 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary; 
distinguish them by the underside hind 
wings, which have two large “pearls” 
(though the upsides are very similar) 


In flight April-June 

: ‘ 

[ Glanville Fritillary 

j Where The southern 

E half of the Isle of Wight 

‘ and a few coastal sites 

: on the mainland 

} Habitat Coastal 

_ grasslands, especially 
High Brown Fritillary where there is soil 

Where Morecambe Bay and Dartmoor; slippage, eroding 

_ sometimes spotted in western England river valleys, south- 

_ and Wales, but rapidly in decline facing chalk land or 
Habitat Spot them on bracken in woodland cliff-top sites Dark Green Fritillary 
clearings or limestone outcrops. In flight In flight May-July Where Common across Britain 
they look similar to the more common Dark and the coast of Ireland 
Green Fritillary; spot the difference when Habitat Likes open, sunny sites, 
they stop at brambles or thistles, where flower-laden, limestone-rich 
you will see the High Brown's distinctive grasslands and areas rich with bracken 
underside with orange-ringed pearls In flight June-August 
In flight June-August 

i 
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Small Pearl-bordered 
_ Where In western and highland parts of 


Britain, but not in central or eastern areas Silver-washed Fritillary Heath Fritillary 

Habitat Like damp grassland (particularly Where Common in southern England and Where Found in a few woodland spots in 

in the north), woodland clearings (in Wales; scattered but uncommon across Kent, Essex, Cornwall, Devon and sheltered 
southern Britain) and areas of bracken or Ireland and northern England valleys on Exmoor, but rare 

open woodland in Scotland, often near Habitat Spot them feeding on flowers such Habitat Sunny, warm, woodland clearings 
grazing animals. Often seen flying near as bramble in sunny glades or breeding in where common cow-wheat flourishes, 

the ground and feeding on flowers broad-leaved, oaky woodland nearby especially near newly felled trees 

In flight May-July In flight July-August In flight June-July 
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Scotch Argus 


Where Widespread in Scotland; 
two sites in north-west England 
Habitat Damp, tall, ungrazed 
grassland, but only up to 500 
metres in mountainous regions 
in flight July-September 


Gatekeeper 

Where Widespread across England, 
Wales and Ireland 

Habitat Tall grassland where flowers 
grow, often in gateways or on field 
edges. Spot them feeding on flowers 
in flight July-September 


Ringlet 

Where Widespread in Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Tall, damp, partially shaded 
grassland, banks and verges, especially 
with clay soil. Spot them feeding on 
bramble and wild privet flowers 

In flight July-August 


Wall Brown 
Where Northern and 
western Britain, southern 
Scotland, and Ireland 
Habitat Named for its habit 
of perching on walls, stones or 


bare ground, they breed in short grassland full of stones. 
Can also be found in coastal habitats and on derelict land 


In flight April-October 


Large Heath 
Where Scotland, central England 
and a few sites in Wales and Ireland 


Habitat Restricted to wet, boggy sites 


near their foodplants, harestail 
cottongrass and cross-leaved heath. 
Usually stay below 500 metres 

In flight June-August 


Marbled White _ 

Where Southern England and Wales 
Habitat Congregate in flowery 
grassland, especially in July. Prefer 
feeding on purple flowers: thistles, 
knapweed and wild marjoram 

In flight June-August 


Mountain Ringlet 

Where Scottish Highlands and 
the Lake District 

Habitat Britain's only montane 


species, they are found on grassland a 


above 350 metres. Spy them 
resting in grass tussocks 
In flight June-August 


Grayling 


Where Widespread ~ 
on coast of Britain and lreland; heathland in southern Britain 
Habitat Colonies often seen on coastal sites, dunes or 


Speckled Wood 

Where Throughout Britain and Ireland 
Habitat Woodland, gardens and 
hedgerows. Like dappled spots where 
they can fly in the tree tops. Males often 
spotted chasing each other in the sun 
In flight March-October 


Small Heath 
Where Widespread 

in Britain and Ireland 

Habitat Mainly on dry grassland with 
Sparse turf, often heathland or coastal - 
dunes. Fairly hard to spot as they rarely 
stop any higher than a metre off the 
ground and only fly in full sunshine 

In flight April-September 


Meadow Brown 

Where Common throughout Britain 
Habitat Grassland and gardens, where 
you can often spy hundreds at atime 
In flight June-September 


cliff-tops. Inland, find them on dry heathland, limey 


grassland and open woodland with stony ground, 
which they like resting on 


In flight July-September 


Welcome to the first in our 
new series of Guardian fold-out guides. 
We've designed them to be the perfect visual 
companion for a whole Tange of fascinating 
subjects, starting with this lifesize guide 

to all 59 varieties of butte 


ast year’s rainy summer 

took its toll on Britain’s 

butterflies, so 

conservationists are 
Paying particular attention to their 
numbers this summer, Join them 
in studying these beautiful, fragile 
creatures with the help of this 
fold-out guide. Alongside each 
lifesize illustration of the male 
butterfly, we explain the best 
places to spot each species, its 
habitat of choice and exactly when 
during the year it is most likely to 
be seen fluttering about. 

Note that the males tend to 
possess more vivid colours and 
patterning than their female 
counterparts, and that you’re most 
likely to see males flying around 
searching for a mate. The most 
marked differences between males 
and females occur in the Adonis 
Blue, Brimstone, Chalkhill Blue, 


Silver-studded Blue and Orange-tip. 


Before butterfly Spotting, it’s well 
worth doing some homework on 
their preferred habitats, as outlined 


rfly in Britain ... 


groundbreaking 


here. Above all, think like a 
butterfly. Head for places with 
plenty of the flowers upon which 
they feed, but that also offer shelter 
from the wind and, in the case of 
woodland, sunny glades. Butterflies 
like damp areas but don’t fly in rain, 
SO wait for a good day before going 
out, and never block their sun. 

Butterflies can also be seen near 
their “foodplants”, upon which the 
females lay their eggs. Of course, 
you should never, ever touch a 
butterfly: its wings are covered with 
millions of scales, and if the balance 
of them gets disturbed it may not 
be able to fly again. 

Instead, make sure you pack 
binoculars and a camera: if you 
keep very still after you’ve seen a 
butterfly coming in to land, you can 
capture some stunning images. 
Good luck — and thanks to 
butterfly-conservation.org for its 
help in compiling this guide. 


Tomorrow Don’t miss our fold-out 
guide to the best of Britain’s moths. 


